
MEMORI\NDUM OF AGREEMENT 
AMONG 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINI TRAl ION, 
OKLAHOlVIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, AND 

THE OKLAHOMA STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
REGARDING 

PROPOSED REPLACEMENT OF COUNTY ROAD EW 83.5 BRIDGE 
OVER THE GRAND RIVER 

WHEREAS, the Federal Highway Administration (FH\l ) has determined that fcdcral-Aid Project 
CIRB-1 51 D( 181 )RB; State Job _5419(04) v il l have an adverse effe t to the cxi ting Parker through 
trus bridgl! o er the Grand River in Muskogee County, Oklahoma ( ' tructure 51 E0835 4>500 -n, a 
property determined eligible for inclusion in tht National R-:gistcr of Historic Places. and has 
consulted with the Oklahoma tate Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) pursuant to 36 CfR Part 
800, regulation implementing, ection l 06 or the National I Iistoric Pre ·c1-v-ttion Act ( 16 U. · .. 
4701) and 

\ I I !-:REAS, the FHW has consulted with the Caddo ation. ' herokee Nation, Alabama Quassarte 
Tribal Town, Kialegee Tribal Town. Muscogee ( reek) ation, Thlopthlocco Tribal Town. Cntied 
K1;etoowah Band of Cherok ·e . 0 ·age ation, and Wichita and Affiliated Tribes in accordance with 
36 CFR 800.2(c (2), and determined that no properties of traditional religious cultural i_nificance 
will be aff cted b_ the undertaki ng and 

WHER EAS, th ' FHWA has consulted with Pr servation Oklahoma. Oklahoma Histori , II Society 
and the .ity of Fort Gibson in accordance with "6 CFR 800.2(c)(5) 

WI lEREAS. in a ·cordance with 36 CFR Part 800.6(a)( I), the FHW has notified the Advi · ry 
ouncil on Historic Preservation (I\ ,HP) of it adverse effoct determination with specilied 

documentation and the ACHP has chosen not to participate in the consultation pursuant to 36 'FR 
Part 800.6(a)( I )( iii) and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with 36 CFR 800.6{ b)( I )(iv). this Agreeni>nt wi ll become final upon 
·ubmitting a copy of the execut .d Agreement. along with the documentation peci1i cl in 36 CFR 
800.11 (f) , to the ACHP prior to approving a.ny w1dertaking in order to meet the requirements of 
Section I 06 and 36 CFR 800.6(b)( I); 

i OW. THEREFORE, FHW A. Oklahoma Department of Transportation. and the Oklahoma , l lPO 
agree that the undertaking shall he implemented in accordance wi\h the fo llowing stipulations in 
order to take into account the effect or the unde.rtaking on hist0ric propertie . . 



STIP LAT! NS 
GRAND RIVER PARK .. R THRO . JH TRV. S BRIDGE 

Structure -1 E0835N4J50004 

Stipulations. FHWA will ensure that the fo llowing measures are carried out: 

I. Pri r to the construction of the new bridge. the existing brid 0 e will be recorded at the 
eqL1ivalent of Level ll documentation as specifi ed by the Historic American Engineering 
Record (HAER) and incorporated imo the 1993 Oklahoma Historic Bridge Project 
Preservation and Mmwgemcnt JJ/an , a. approved b_ the kJahoma SI !PO. This will 
include the following: 

A. Hi gh Quality. 35 mm black and white ph tographs fthe bridge documenting its 
present appearance and major strnctural or decorative detail s. together with all 
negatives or archival gold CD containi ng digital Tl!-' · files that meet or exceed the 
minimum requirement for pixel depth. T he pho~ographs wrn be a minim um 4" . 6" 
und no larger than 8" x l O" , and will be clearly labeled with the fol lowing. 
information: 

a. , ame or property: 
b. Location (county. ci ty. state, and street address): 
c. amc of photographer; 
d . Date of photograph: 
e. Location or photographi ncgativ 
f. Indication of direction cmnera i pointino; 
g. Number or photograph in scri · s. 

Photographs arc to be submitted and appro ed by SI IPO as meeting the ondilions 
outlined above before any work takes place thal will affect the property. 

B. Photographic reproduction or selected ori6inal construction plans and historic 
photo6raphs. if they exist. 

C Preparation of a brief written technical dt:scrip lion of the hridge and hi storical 
summary. 

All do umentation will be edited. catalogued and packaged in a manner acceptable! to 
the Oklahoma SHPO. The Oklahoma STIPO will be the reposit ry for the 
docurnentat ion. 

2. Pur uru1t to the Mu. kogec County Resolution. dated July 30, 20 J _ (Attachment A), 
Muskogee County will retai n the histori c bridg in place and open for pedestrian ace ·ss 
unles and until the bridoe becomes a safety issue, is in danger o f co llapse. or c nstilute a 



II . Dispute Re ·olution .. hould any signatory pa11y to this tOA object at any time to the. actions 
propo ·ed or th marmer in which the terms of thi MOA are implemented. FHWA shall 
t:onsult , ith such pa11y to resolve the objection. Ir Fl 1W A detcm1incs that such objection 
cannot be resolved. FHWA wil l: 

I. Fonvard all documentation relevant to the dispute. including FH · A ·s proposed 
reso lution, to the ACHP. Th ""HP shall provide FHWA with its adv ice on the 
resolu tion of the objection within thirty (30) days of receiving adequate 
documentation. Prior to r a hing a final d cision n the dispute. FHWA shall 
prepare a written response that takes into account any timely advice or comments 
regarding the di , pute from the CHP, signatories, and concurring parties. and 
provide · them with a copy of this writt 11 rC'sponsc. Fl!WA will lhen proceed 
according to its final decision. 

2. lf the ACHP does not provide its ad vie regarding the dispute within the thiety 
(30) day time period. FHWA may make a final deci!;ion on the dispute and proceed 
accordingly. Prior to reaching uch a final decision, FH WA shall prepare a wriiten 
response that takes into ace unt any timely comments regarding the dispuk from the 
signatories and concurring parties to the MOA, and provide them and the ACHP with 
a copy of such written response . 

3. FHWA ·s responsibility to carry out all other action subject lo the term of this 
MOA that are no1 the subject of the dispute remain unchanged. 

Ill. Amendment. This MOA may be amended when such amendment is agreed to in writing b, 
all signatories. The amendment wil l be effective on the date a copy signed by all the 
signatories is filed v,ith the ACHP . 

IV . Termination. If any signatory to this MOA determines that it.· terms wi ll or cannot be canied 
out, that party shall immediately consult with the rher pa11ies to attempt to develop an 
amendment per stipulation JV, abo e. If within thirty (.>0) days an amendment cannot be 
reached. any signatory may tenninate the MOA upon written notification to the other 
signatories. Once the MOA is terminated, and prior lo work continuing on the undertaking. 
FHW A must ei ther (a) execute an MOA pur.. uant to 36 CFR 800.6 or b) request. take into 
accow1t. and respond to the conu11cn1s of the A I-IP rn1dcr 36 CFR 800. 7. Fl 1W A sha ll 
notify the signatories as to the course of acti nit will pursue. 

V. Duration. This MOA shall be in effect for ten ( l 0) years from the date of its execut.ion. 
\Vi thin six (6) months of the expiration date. any signatory party may consult with other 
signatori ·s to onsidcr renewal of the MOA. or reconsider the terms of the MOA and amend 
it in a -cordance with . tipulation V above. No exlen ion or amendments shall be effecti ve 
unless all signatory parties tot.he MO have agreed in writing. 



c1 ncern for other en ironmemal is. ues. Should the bridge become a ~afety issue. become in 
danger of collap ·e, or consiitute a concern for other environmental issues, Muskogee County 
will notify the Oklahoma Department of Transportation of its intent to remove tJw bridge and 
pr w ide adequate documentation of the problems for which the bridge requires removal. 

J . Should the bridge require removal , the Ok lahoma Department oCTransportation (ODOT) 
sha!J prepare a tatewide marketing plan : 

A. ODOT will prepare an information packet containing a description of the bridge. 
photographs. a location map. infonnation regarding its historic significantc. 
requirements regardi ng relocation, rehabi li tation, and maintenance. 

B. DOT will advertise the avai lability of the truss fi r relocation on t.he 
D parLment' , Historic Bridge marketing websi te (www.okJadoLstatc,ok,us/en -
programs/bridges/indcx,php). In add ition, a press release advertising the bridge will 
be submined for dis, eminaLion by regional news outlets. 

C. Al l responden ts to the above advertisem nt process must provide a written 
statement of intere t to ODOT that clearly indicates their willingness and ability to 
relocate. rebuild. and maintain the bridge al a new site. m, well as provide an 
e timated time-frame for the undertaking. lnfonnation pa kets , ill be provided to all 
respondents who ·e wr itten tatement of interest meets the above requiremen ts. 

D. Re pondents mu, t then submit to ODOT a detailed written proposal fo r moving. 
relocating, and maintaining the bridge. The c proposals must also identify the new 
si te for the bridge and di ·cuss any proposed alteration to its design and general 
appearance. Pref rence will be given to proposals that indicate ( I) the recipient's 
ability to relocate the bridge in a reasonable perioJ of lime, and (2) the recipient's 
willingness to mai ntain the historic design and integrity of the bridge. 

E. period or 30 days wi ll be al lowed for the receipt of written statemenL nf 
interest, wi th an additional 30 days for the review 1. f any detailed written proposa ls 
received by OD T during the adve11ising period. 

F. lf a new owner is found to relocate the bridge ODOT may evaluate any possible 
cultural resource impacts caused by construction at the new site and canter with 
, HPO regarding the structure's continued eligibility to the ational Register of 
Historic Places. 

G. If no wTittcn statements of interest arc rccci ed by ( DOT wi thin the 
advertisement period stipulated. the bridge structure may be dispo e<l or as the 
Muskogee Collnty Commis~ioners sec lit. 



Executic n of this Memorandum of Agreement and implementation of its terms evidence !hat Fl IWA 
has afforded the Council an opportur1jty to comment on the replacem nt of the Grand Rjver Parker 
Truss bridge in Muskogee County (S·tructur 5 J l·:0835N4350004) and it effi cts on hi storic 
properties, .ind that fHW ha, taken into account the ~ffects of the undc11aking on hi storic 
properties . 



1OA for CIRB-151D(18l)RH; , tate Job 25419(04) Parker trus bridge over Grand River 
in Muskogee ounty, Oklahoma (Structure 51 E0835 4350004) 

Federal Highway Admin istrati n 

Oklahoma Department of Transportation 

BY: DATE: \ l 



ATTACHME T : 

MUSKOGEE COUNTY RESO ULTIO Jul 3011
' 2012 

GRAND RIVF.R BRIDGE 
CJ RB-151 D(181 )RB 

JOB PIECE . O. 25419(04) 
ODOT TRUCTURE 51E0835 4350004 



:J.l.OOO"'t .LV..1 1 

GENE WAI.LACE 
MVSICOGeJ; CO. Dis-.tlll<..T 1 

S'l'E.PHEN WRIGHT 
MlJSI<OGBE CO. DISTJUCf :2 

1),i.a.n.>w. £0 pe. m 
COtll'flic' CLtmi: 

J>EXT:ER PAYNll 
M(iSKOG.l\,B CO, DI'>.(i'uCT 3 

SllEILA SHAMBLIN 
SBC.lU,'fARY 

MUSKOGEE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
P,O. BOX 2307 M.US!<OGJm, OK 74.402-2307 PHONE (918)682-9601 * :FAX (918) 684•1697 

WHEREAS: the Grand Hiver Brldge spanning the Grand River Muskogee County, Oklohoma (ODOT 

Structure #25419 (04), Project# CIR0-15(181)R6 ls eligible for the National Register of Historic Places 

and needs to be replaced: and 

WHEREAS: the Counw has agreed to retain and maintain the historic bridge In ltt. current condition for 
foot traffic Qnly until at some time In the future the bridge Is deem~d unsafe to the public, or constitutes 

a concern for other environmental issues. If the bridge Is deemed to be unsafe In the future, tho County 

agrees to notify ODOT of the changes and provide adequate docurnantation for any removal action. As 
previously Dgreed the County would include the bridge In the State's Department's Statewide Historic 

Bridge Marketing program for a minimum period of 90 days. In the event the marketing program falls to 

identify a buyer, the bridge would be closed forever and maintained in its current condition . 

NOW THEHEFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of County Commissioners of Muskogee Cot.nty will 

retain the bridge In place and allow publlc pedestrian acc~ss. The bridge will be dosed to vehicular 
traffic and the approaches appropriately barricaded . 

Dated this 30th day of July, 201i 

Dianna Cope, County Clerk 

//)_~--
Wa~~ 


